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LOFESSOR SAYS 

vERIC PRAYER LIFE 

iGLECTED! 

pe from Princeton Theolog- 


ical Seminary told Michigan ministers 

on January 23, 1957, that “‘the average 
mister gives only lip service to his own 
wotional life, with which he frequently 
Ss only a casual contact,” 


Dr. James W. Clark, professor of homil- 
ics (the art of preaching) made the res. 
irks to the 18th annual Michigan Pas- 
rs’ Conference, a three-day meeting at 


2 University of Michigan. 


Dr. Clarke said: “The devotional life 
the average preacher is often casual and 
oradic.”” 


““Many ministers would be embarrassed 
asked if they spent even 15 minutes in 
ayer, 30 minutes in devotional study of 
+ Bible, or engaged in a brief period of 
:ditation daily. 


“The preacher lives in an activistic 
orld and is often infected by it. He suf- 
rs from the dread disease of doing some 
ing always, While he gives lip service to 
e necessity of devotional life, his own 
actice contradicts his words,”’ 

(Report from INS, Ann Arbor, Michigan,- 

January 23, 1957 


J.S. SPIRITUAL 
\PPROACH TO 
VATIONS URGED 


HE nation’s top production mobilizer 

in the Korean crisis, Charles E. Wil- 

son, told a Junior Chamber of Com- 
lerce executive training clinic in western 
lew York recently ‘“‘the United States can 
rin foreign friends only with a spiritual 
pproach.”” 


The former president of General Electric 
1o., and board chairman of the shipping con- 
ern of W. R. Grace & Co., spoke in Butler 
\uditorium at the University of Buffalo’s 
‘apen Hall,and told his audience that poli- 
ies like the Marshall Plan, ‘‘an offer of 
reedom wrapped in billion-dollar bills,” 
ad accomplished little because ‘‘we for- 
ot our own freedom and liberty were bought 
vith blood.’”? What will persuade peoples 
broad is convincing proof of the spiritual 
ualities of the American way of life.” 


The speaker concluded with the remind- 
r that ‘‘This resurgence of spiritual a- 
areness will be good for all peoples in 
I] lands!’ 
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Profit sharing is not quite as modern as it sounds, In its Articles of Incorpora-_ 


tion (1759) the Fund declared its determination ‘‘as soon as possible after all_ 
claims are met to distribute a SURPLUSAGE or part of it’” among annuitants and 


widows and orphans. 


This noble tradition has persisted in the life of the Presbyterian Ministers’ 
Fund. It has become famous for its ‘‘surplusage’’ (dividend) distribution. On Jan- 
uary 1, 1957, a new dividend scale was announced making the ‘‘share the wealth’’ 


program more appealing than ever. 


Share the profits with the prophets! Send your name, address, and date of birth 
at once and the facts that speak to your condition will quickly find their way to 


your door. 


PRESBYTERIAN MINISTERS 
Rittenhouse Square, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
Alexander Mackie, President 
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ONE MORE CHANCE 
WILLIAM R. SIEGART 


HE pastor’s sermon had been on the 
SECOND CHANCES God gives us, 
Next day a physician came to see the 
pastor. ‘“Ten years ago,” said the physi- 
cian, “I read about a brilliant surgeon be- 
ing killed by a drunken driver, That started 
me thinking whether a man would have to 
give an account to God for his life. After 
a while I came to the conclusion that a 
mans soul surely will have to face up to 
the things left undone, and to the things 
sinfully done. Then I wondered, when I 
had to face The Eternal, what would be 
the most merciful judgment He could give?’’ 
Then the physician explained it like this: 
“It would be as if the Eternal should say, 
‘Son, I have considered your case and have 
decided to do this: I am going to give you 
a chance to go back and live your life over 
knowing from the beginning what you know 
now’,’? As the physician’s face seemed to 
light up, he continued, ‘‘Like aflashit came 
to me that this was exactly what God’s mer- 
cy was granting me in letting me live that 
day I was just beginning. At least I had 
that one day more and | was determined to 
live it as though I were starting over, know- 
ing what I know, Well, I was 60 years old 
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then. I am 70 now. And these have been the 
greatest years of my life. For I have lived- 
every day in that spirit!”’ 


SIGNS OF CHURCH BELIEVED 
STARTED IN 53 A. D. ARE FOUND 

Discovery of the remains of a church, 
claimed to have been established by St. 
Thomas the Apostle, near Kottayam, India, 
reported as of March 4, 1957, by Reuters. 
The probable date of the establishment of 
the church, 53 years after the birth of Je- 
sus Christ. 

An Orthodox Syrian Church official, the 
Rev. Zachariah, said the church had been 
sought for a long time. 

He said the church was established by 
St. Thomas but abandoned centuries ago. © 
It was discovered at Perunad, 35 miles 
southeast of here. Old tombs and foundation- 
of a cross have been discovered. A tempo- 
rary shed has been erected at the site and_ 
services have been conducted there. 

According to tradition, St. Thomas land- 
ed in South India in the year 53 AD and 
established a Christian Church. He is said | 
to have been murdered by a Hindu brahmin 
near Madras. There are more than 2,000,000 
Christians of various denominations in the 
area surrounding Kottayam, all claiming 
descent from the church established by St. 
Thomas, 
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ON’T BE A 


C.IRVING BENSON 


VISITED a friend recently whose sis- 
ter had died. Her going had been ut- 
terly unexpected and, while it was 
ae way many of us would choose to die, 
had been a shock to her family. 

*“*Well,”” said her sister, ‘ther time had 
ome and she had to go. I believe that there 
s a time fixed for us to leave this earth. 
‘© you believe that?’’ 

*“No,’’ I said. “I do not believe that 
deaths are fixed when we are born. 
hat is the fatalism some men had in the 


I think of a woman crying in her anguish: 
Fl suppose it is the will of God, but if 
mly the doctor had come in time he could 
ve saved my baby.”’ Such a passionate 
otest reveals the confusion of many minds, 
f the doctor had come in time, could he 
ve outwitted the will of God? 

The distinguished preacher, Dr. Leslie 

J, Weatherhead, related during his visit 

Melbourne a poignant memory of India. 

\ friend had lost his little son, the light 

f his eyes, in a cholera epidemic. 

Dr. Weatherhead tried to comfort and con- 
sole him. ‘‘Well, Padre,’’ remarked the be- 
caved father, ‘‘it is the will of God. That’s 
lll there is to it. It is the will of God.” 
Or. Weatherhead made a startling comment 
in this remark: 

**Supposing some one crept up the steps 
on to the veranda tonight, while you all 
slept, and deliberately put a wad of cot- 
,on-wool soaked in cholera germ culture,- 
over your little girl’s mouth as she lay in 
‘hat cot there on the veranda, what would 
you think about that2’’ 

Nobody would do such a damnable thing,” 
orotested his friend, f 
**But,’? said Dr. Weatherhead quietly, 
‘Gsn’t that just what you have accused 

od of doing when you said it was His will? 
all your little boy’s death the result of 
mass ignorance, call it mass folly, call it 
ass sin, if you like, call it bad drains or 
-ommunal carelessness, but don’t call it 
he will of God.” 


= *- 
{elbourne Herald, Melbourne, Australia 
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If it can be believed that God ordained 
the child to die then all we are doing to 
improve the sanitation must be wrong. 

I do not believe that the hour of death 
is fixed -that at 6:20 P.M.on November- 
18, Mrs. X will breathe her last or fall 
downstairs and break her neck. I do not 
believe that, by some eternal plan, John 
Y will be killed in his car by a train at a 
level crossing on the morning of July 4, 

What I do believe is that God foresees 
all the interplay of events, choices and cir- 
cumstances that will refract in the plans of 
men on this earthly plane on a certain day, 
But to foreknow is not to predetermine. 

The astronomer can know the year when 
Halley’s Comet will next be visible - but 
he does not make it occur. 

If a man driving a car sees the possibil- 
ity of a crash which might prove fatal, he 
makes an effort to avoid it. 

He swerves, and uses all his skill and 
ingenuity to prevent the threatened disas- 
ter. He does not languidly let things take 
their course. 

His behavior at the wheel makes it clear 
that he feels that he has some freedom to 
influence events. At those moments when 
he is closest to reality, when experience 
is most vivid, he does not act as though 
he believed that ‘‘what will be, will be.’’ 

On the contrary he clearly believes that 
what threatens may be averted. 

What I do believe is that ‘‘all things 
work together for good to them that Love 
God.” God knows what is round the corner. 
He foresees all events and if we are going 
His way then He transforms the dark ex- 
periences of our lives andmakes them serve 
His blessed will and our eternal good. 

Truly, as Whittier held, there is a Provi- 
dence at work ‘‘making the springs of time 
and sense sweet with eternal good.” 


That care and trial seem at last 
Through memory’s sunset air, 

Like mountdin ranges overpast 
In purple distance fair. 


Death may come to any of us at any time, 
with or without our prior knowledge. Its 
coming should not find us unprepared. 


Page 117. 


THE FATHER’S 
GOOD PLEASURE 


KENDIG BRUBAKER CULLY 


MBODIED in the Lucan material cor- 

responding to Matthew’s presentation 

of the Sermon on the Mount is a sen- 
tence peculiar to Luke. It comes after the 
lines in which Jesus urges the disciples to 
look to the Kingdom in which all needed 
things will be added unto them. And it is 
followed by the exhortation that the dis- 
ciples sell their possessions, give alms, re- 
ceive an unfailing heavenly treasure. 

Here is our text- and may Luke be praised 
for: preserving it: ‘‘Fear not, little flock; 
for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give 
you the Kingdom.”’ One notes that the recent 
Revisers did not see any necessity to al- 
ter that translation. It is so perfectly phrased 
that one might almost suppose it had first- 
been written in English. 

Looked at quite uncritically it is a text 
which doubtless makes an appeal to every - 
one. For one thing, who isn't afraid? It is 
very comforting to have the Master tell us 
“‘Fear not.”’ And ‘‘Little flock’? gives us a 
kind of cozy feeling. No one by any stretch 
of the imagination would equate the pres- 
ent actual situation of Christendom with 
the bitter torments which would be in store 
for those disciples--that veritable little 
flock--whom Jesus was addressing, but 
somehow when we hear that word address- 
ed to us it makes us feel close to those 
who knew Him in the flesh. But when we 
get beyond ‘‘Fear not, little flock,’’ it is 
all too easy to be beguiled by the euphony 
of the rest of the passage so that we do 
not always comprehend its vastness, and 
its depth, 

“*Fear not, little flock: for it is your Fa- 
ther’s good pleasure to give you the king- 
dom.”’ 

If our heavenly Father is the Giver, it 
means that we shall have what He gives us 
only if we are willing and able to receive. 
And that’s the point at which we moderns 
have considerable difficulty. If the Kingdom 


Professor of Religious Education. 
Seabury-Western Theological Seminary 


Evanston, Illinois 
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is to be ours, we must receive it. If the 
Father’s love is to animate us,somehow our 
hearts must be opened to receive it. 

Is it not a fair thing to say that in our 
reasonably moralistic culture we find it much 
easier to give than to receive? To be sure 
there isn’t enough giving of time, money, - 
energy, and all the rest of our human endow - 
ments to meet ALL the needs which cry out 
from humanity. It’s still easier to get people 
to support some less worthy projects more 
readily than these which sensitive souls 
deem the more worthy causes. 

But by and large we are a morally orient- 
ed civilization in the sense that the niggard- 
ly and miserly are not usually condoned- 
before the bar of public opinion, they don’t 
stand up very long. If people don’t volun- 
tarily support the common causes of human- 
ity, they can be sure that a moral Govern- 
ment will use its coercive powers to get 
that which is needed for the common wel- 
fare and concern. 

In a sense we can even Say that the aver- 
age American works as hard as he does and 
struggles so fiercely to get as much as he 
can partly in order to be better able to give. 
Secretly we still admire the generous,open - 
handed soul--and the only way we emulate 
his example is to get the money to enable 
us to give--or our wives to have leisure to 
do the innumerable community services. 
Hence we are like the boy pushing a super- 
market carriage right behind his mother, who 
also is pushing one. He explains to her, “I 
just want to be sure of second helpings, 
Mom.”’ Or we admire the go-getter type who 
achieves. Always ask the busiest person 
if you want-something done, you know. Two 
executives observe a junior executive busily 


at work at his desk. One says, ‘‘I like the 
way Rogers has taken hold--I hear he has 
an ulcer already.” 

We cant complain of the capacity of people 
to give. They’re doing it all the time. In a 
greater measure than we suspected, perhaps, 
we have succeeded in getting the Golden 
Rule into general circulation. The average 
person may not have penetrated very deeply 
into the heart of Christian ethics, but he 
certainly tries to be ethical. 

W. H. Auden has described the typically. 
rather monotonous good men of our day in a 
poem which he calls ‘‘The UNKNOWN Cig 
zen.”*It is in the form of an epitaph. Though* 
one might be hard-pressed to say at his de- 
mise that he was exactly a saint, certainl 
no one could say with impunity that he did 
n’t know how to give! 

““He was found by the Bureau of Statis- 
tics to be, One against whom there was no 
complaint. And all the reports of conduct 
agree That, in a modern sense of an old- 
fashioned word, he was a saint! For ine 
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rrything he did he served the Greater Com- 
jeunity... Except for the War till the day he 
petired He worked in a factory and never -- 
jcot fired.. The Press are convinced that 
ee bought a paper a day, And that his re- 
kections to advertisements were normal .in 

wery way. 


| Both Producers Research and High:Grade 
jiiving declare, He was fully sensible to the 
judvantages of the Installment Plan, and had 
*verything necessary to the Modern Man, A 
j!honograph, a radio, a car, and a Frigidaire. 
))ur researches into Public Opinion are con- 
nt That he held the proper opinions for the 
iime of the year; When there was. peace, he 
vas for peace; when there was war, he went. 


He was married and added four children to 
\the population, Which the Eugenist says was 
he right number for a parent of his generation. 
And our teachers report that he never inter- 
eered with their education. Good men- giving 
hemselves, all the time-to the Greater Com- 
unity, to the State, to the Family, to Good- 
causes, to the Status Quo. 


Auden ends his poem on a plaintive note: 
‘Was he free? Was he happy?Ihe question is 
bsurd; Had anything been wrong, we should 
certainly have heard.” 


Are we free--for all our ethical capacity 
co give? Alas, it is exactly because we 


lon’t often hear from our lips that anything 
'S wrong--that indeed we are afraid to de- 
»art from conventional goodness, that we 
znow something is terribly wrong. 

For is not our very capacity to give some- 
iimes a subterfuge for our incapacity to re- 
zeive? To give retains ourselves in the cen- 
cer of the picture. It is eminently satisfying. 
it makes us feel ALIVE, IMPORTANT, -..--. 
CHARITABLE, HELPFUL, to be able to do 
omething for others. Thus we find it with 
she parents of the children in our parishes 

ll across the land--struggling and strain- 
ing all the time to do something for their 

ffspring--to make them happier, more se- 
cure, to protect them, to bend the world-- 
toward the children’s defense. Thus it is 

mvith so many of us in the Church. We are 

impelled by the motive of service, itself 

salways commendable, and we place in the 

center of our motivation the Example of 

Him who went about doing good. _[f only 

we can stimulate more good-will, eliminate 

ithe world’s tensions, meet the hungry mouths 
‘ae food and satisfy the lonely with compan- 
ionship-- will not these things lead us to the 
Kingdom? 

But it is exactly to us in this condition- 
this eminently commendable condition per- 
haps--that our Lord is speaking. Fear not, 
little flock; It is your Father’s good pleasure 


The Expositor 


to give you the Kingdom. Here we are, try- 
ing so desperately to give ourselves --how 

startling it is suddenly to be confronted with 
Christ’s reminder that prior to any giving of 
our own there is something which first we - 
must receive. 

One is reminded of a very great statement 
by a notable theologian of our day: “‘It will 
always be necessary to tell the man who 
is puffed up by his culture or his want of it, 
who in his morality and religiosity reaches 
toward heaven like a Titan, that he must 
wait, that he must go from less to less; 
that he must learn to become small, to be- 
come nothing, that he must die.”’ 

Now this does not mean that we become 
zeroes--as Ivan in The Brothers Karama- 
zov said of himself, ‘‘] am x in an indeter- 
minate equation.’’ Rather, it is the utter 
realism of the Gospel. For ultimately our 
difficulty in receiving the gifts of God lies 
in our incapacity to receive! So subtle are 
our mind’s rationalizations that sometimes 
even our well-intentioned purposes and our 
generously motivated deeds are only a cloak 
for our essential selfishness and pride. For 
if it is from the Self that we continually give 
--it is of self only that we have to give. But 
the Call of God through Jesus Christ is that 
we cease to be Givers of Self-that, instead, 
we first be the recipients of His mercy, His 
grace, and His love. 

How terribly difficult it is to receive! 
Think of the way one feels when sickness 
strikes and suddenly one is at the mercy of 
others. That’s probably why physicians are 
the worst patients. Nurses have let me in on 
that secret. They’re always doing something 
for their patients- but now the healing scal- 
pel in another man’s hand is painful indeed. 

Remember how Simon Peter found it so dif- 


ficult to receive the force of the Master’s 
love in the washing of the feet. ‘‘You shall 


never wash my feet!’? And how persistent 
Jesus was in pointing out the need to Peter 
to receive this service from his hands--‘ ‘If 
I do not wash you, you have no part in me.”’ 
And when Peter understood, how eagerly -- 
“‘‘Lord, not my feet only but also my hands - 
and my head.”’ 

To receive means momentary passivity! 
WE are not now the primary agents. Some- 
one else is doing something for us: and 
our pride is cut, our helplessness is dis- 
closed, our smallness is uncovered, 

But to be passive isn’t really passivity. 
For in receiving what another does for us, 
we learn the meaning of love-and our emp- 
tiness is filled by concern, our nakedness 
is clothed with understanding, our weak- 
ness is transmuted into power. 

Ultimately is it not the person who seeks 
to give only what he has within himself - 
-who ends up with nothing at all to give? 
But he who receives what first God gives 
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to him becomes the channel through which 
the Kingdom itself is given to the world, 

What is the gift of God to us? Is it not 
the Holy Spirit, whereby we are sealed to 
be forever His! It is amazing to read in the 
Gospels of the many gifts which come to 
us if we respond in faith to the Giver: we 
are promised eternal life, peace, rest, for- 
giveness. To him that is athirst is promised 
the water of life. To those who are faith- 
ful is promised the crown of life. And be- 
lieving disciples of old who knew our Mas- 
ter in the flesh-receiving from Him the 
bread of life, could do no other than to 
beseech him thankfully, ‘‘Lord, give us 
this bread always.’’ 


Fear not, little flock: it is your Father’s 
good pleasure to give you the Kingdom. 


IS IT POSSIBLE? 


HOMER F. YALE 


friends in Thessalonica, urged them to 

“‘Pray without ceasing.”(5:17) Did he 
mean that to be taken literally, that they 
were to be all the time praying, all the time 
in communication with God? Of course, he 
did not mean that they should neglect their 
work and go somewhere and kneel down and 
pray. But is it possible to be continually 
in touch with God? 

In a book by the Quaker, Thomas Kelly, 
published some years ago by Harper, there 
is this interesting suggestion: ‘‘Walk and 
talk and work and laugh with your friends. 
But behind the scenes, keep up the life of 
simple prayer and inward worship. Keep it 
up throughout the day. Let inward prayer 
be your last act before you fall asleep and 
your first act. when you awake.’’That seems 
to mean doing two things at once. Is it pos- 
sible? 

Brother Lawrence, who was a saint if 
there ever was one, said that ‘‘we should 
establish ourselves in a sense of God’s 
Presence, by continually conversing with 
Him. That it was a shameful thing to quit 
his conversation to think of trifles and 
fooleries.’’ Brother Lawrence was a very 
busy man, but he was as conscious of the 
Presence of God when busy at work as when 
he went apart for special devotions. 

Leslie Weatherhead said in a remark- 
able book, ‘‘How Can I Find God?’’, ‘‘Let 
us steep our mind in the thought of His 


I: apostle Paul, in writing to his 


FT 
From "The Watchman-Examiner’’ Apr.25,1957 
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Presence.’’ If he is continually present 
why cannot we communicate with him all 
the time? 

Henry Drummond, the author of that love 
ly booklet, ‘“The Greatest Thing in The 
World,’’ said, ‘‘Make Christ your most con- 
stant Companion.” If he is a Companion, 
then we can talk with him anywhere, at any 
time. 

A leaflet put out by the Presbyterians in 
connection with the ‘‘New Life Movement,’’ 
had this sentence: ‘‘Christians should be 
constantly in the mood of prayer.”” Does 
that mean constantly in touch with God and 
praying to him? It evidently means just that. 

Why does not the average preacher tell us 
how to become actually conscious of the 
bresence of God, and about the marvelous 
results of that experience? Is it because- 
they are strangers themselves to that ex- 
perience? 

Those who know tell us that we must 
make a full surrender, a complete consecra- 
tion of ourselves and all we have to Him, 
and that our continual aim must be to do 
nothing that would be displeasing to Him. 
Our time and talents, our bodies, minds, 
souls and all we possess, must be thought 
of as belonging to him, and we must ad- 
minister it as directed by him. 

The results of knowing God personally 
and being conscious of His Presence are 
SIMPLY TREMENDOUS. Worry and fear 
are banished. Wisdom for the solution of 
our problems is continually given. There 
is a great sense of uplift. The divine part- 
nership means strength for work, and health 
of body, mind and soul, ; 

All who have tried it know that it is pos-— 
sible to ‘‘pray without ceasing,’? and be 
continually conscious of the Presence Of 
God. Thus Christ becomes our constant 
Companion. 


READJUST OR DIE, 
RETIRED WARNED ¥ 

A Detroit, Michigan, doctor is reported to 
have warned ‘‘persons who fail to _ 


after retirement can usually expect to live 
about two years, after they quit their jobs.”” 
Dr. Charles Sellers told the Annual Con- 
ference on Aging at the University of Mich 
igan, Ann Arbor, ‘‘that the arbitrary age of 
65 is not necessarily a good age to retire.” 
He said that “retirement for reasons of 
disability was quite another thing.”’ 
**Retirement is not the blissful state that 
some hard-working persons envision,” sai 
Dr. Sellers, ‘‘It soon becomes a great bor 
a dreary existence, and, unless something © 
is found to take the place of previous oc- 
cupation, DEPRESSION Sets in-** 
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Editorial 


\IHE HUMBLE 
fj ess chooses the humble for His great 


purposes, James tells us, ‘‘Humble 
yourselves in the sight of our Lord, 
jee shall lift you up.” 

} For His illustration of the closeness 

f fellowship and life with Him, Jesus 
p20se not some great tree, but the lowly 
‘ape vine, which must be supported by 
a arbor or trellis, To represent Jesus 
thrist the atoning Saviour and Lord, He 

ose a weak and patient lamb, and not 
ue King of beasts, For riding in the tri- 
phal procession into Jerusalem, He used 
t a great war horse, but an humble don- 
ey. To represent in bodily form the Holy 

Dirit at the Baptism of Jesus, He sent the 
iild and guileless dove and not the power- 
il eagle. 

When God appeared to Moses in the wil- 
etness He spoke to him from a small burn- 
ig bush, and not from the mighty oak. God 
ose the humble, the lowly, in nature for 
jis great messages to men. 
Likewise He chooses humble men to car- 
forward the work of His Kingdom now. As 
le chose humble fishermen, tax-gatherers, 
r others to be His witnesses, so He does 
day. Even when He chose a man mighty 
learning, as Saul of Tarsus, He humbled 
iim before He could use him. Paul himself 
cognized that “‘not many wise men after 
ie flesh, not many mighty,not many noble 
e called.” 

God has a place in His Kingdom for all, 
ich and poor, wise and unlearned, great and 
rmall, but He wants them humble. They are 
e only kind He can use--those who are 
ependent on Him, obedient to Him, yielded 
ompletely to Him. Only through such can 
lis power be shown, and His will be done. 
Ie resists the proud but gives grace to the 
umble. 

This plan of God enables Him to use many 
{f us rather than the few. But we are not 

ally humble until we give ourselves to 
Him and His will and work, Let us not hold 
»ack our love and lives from Him. 
bg -Reformed Presbyterian. 


‘Finding God Through Suffering, by Maldwyn 
Edwards, pubiished by Upper Room, Nash- 
‘ville, Tenn.,is a help and courage builder 
for every Christian to study. 
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END OF SMALL RURAL 
CHURCHES IS BELIEVED NEAR 


HE small rural church, like the little 

MP rea school house, may be on the way 

out, according to a report from a meet- 
ing of Methodist leaders at Buck Hill Falls, 
Pa., mid-January of 1957, and reported by 
the Associated Press. 

Two Methodist leaders reported to their 
Church Board of Missions that ‘‘urban and 
suburban growth means fewer rural ---- 
churchgoers and country meeting houses. 

“The shift of millions to new housing 
projects forces the building of many new 
and large churches in city and suburban 
sections,’’ said Robert A. McKibben and 
Dr. Glenn F. Sanford. 

Asserting that 500 church members are 
needed to support a pastor and his family 
under American economic conditions, the 
two said it was ‘“‘evident the one-church 
station or parish is not feasible in much of 
rural and Village America.” 

While the Methodist Church will erect 
**1500 new churches in the next 3-years,”?-- 
they said, “‘about 1300 small churches, most- 
ly in rural areas have been abandoned.”’ 

Another report to the Mission Board, pre- 
dicted “‘tha: Korea within ten years might 
become the first Protestant Christian Na- 
tion in Asia.’? The report was made by Dr. 
Thoburn H. Brumbaugh, Methodist world 
mission secretary for Korea, Japan and O- 


kinawa. 
Dr. Brumpaugh said that the number of 


churches in Korea had nearly doubled since 
1953 and membership had climbed from 60, 
000 to more than 150,000. i 
Other overseas mission representatives 
told the board that the Methodist Church 
now has 1,355,000 members in 43 countries 
of Asia, Africa, South America and Europe. 
The largest group of 400,000 is in India 
and Pakistan, the Board of Missions was 


told. 
VEHICLE TAXES SET RECORD 


Special taxes on motot vehicles climbed 
in 1955, as reported from Washington, to 
their 10th record in a row-an estimated 
$6,950,000,000. This compares with $6, 
230,000,000 in 1954 and less than $2,200, 
000,000 in 1941. ; eee 
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‘*YOU CAN’T HOLD BACK THE DAWN’’ 


HRISTIANITY’S achievements, so often 

taken for granted in the modern world, 

are summarized in ‘“‘You Can’t Hold 
Back the Dawn,’’? a message of hope and of 
courage, by Dr. Clarence W. Hall, in the 
April Reader’s Digest. 

‘‘Christianity,” he writes, “‘is primarily 
a religion that addresses itself not to the 
dead past and its failures, but to the vibrant 
FUTURE and ITS POTENTIALS.” 

Do you think this faith has been a failure? 
he asks. Look at a few achievements: 

It has fought and won over slavery. 

It has shaken the systems of caste and 
class, and helped us toward whatever re- 
ligious, social and political liberty we en- 
joy today, 

It gave sanctuary to education in the dark 
ages when,ulture otherwise ‘would have died. 

It has gone into every field of human dis- 
tress. It has brought prison reforms. It has 
built hospitals, orphanages, asylums, 

It has given the laboring man dignity, ele- 
vated womanhood, abolished infanticide. 

It is everlastingly at war with every pow- 
er that rides roughshod over human rights. 

Dr. Hall takes the title of his message 
from the conversation of a Christian Arab 
with whom he talked while waiting restless- 
ly to attend a sunrise Easter service in Beth. 
lehem. 

“‘Never fear, my friend,’? said the man. 
“The DAY will COME! You can’t hold -- 
THE DAWN!” 

Dr. Hall is a former executive editor of 
“The Christian Herald.’’ 

--Virginia Christian Advocate 


YOUR GOD IS TOO SMALL 

O MANY people conscience is almost 

all they have by way of a knowledge of 

God. This still small voice which makes 
them feel guilty and unhappy before, during, 
and after wrong doing, is God speaking to 
them. It is this, which to some extent at 
least, controls their conduct. It is THIS -- 
which impels them to choose irksome duty- 
choose the hardest path. There are many, 
even among professing Christians, who are 
made miserable by a morbidly developed 
conscience, which they wrongly consider 
to be the voice of God. Many priests and 
ministers with some knowledge of psychol- 
ogy will have met with persons ‘abnormal- 
ly afraid of God, and have been able to rec- 
eee the psychological rather than the 
religious significance of fear. Some of them 
will have the joy of seeing the religious 
faith blossom out into confidence when the 
psychological dis-harmony has been analy- 
zed and is resolved. 
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Christ, Himself, taught us to regard God 
as a Father. Are we to reject His own anal- 
ogy? Of course not, so long as we remember 


it is an analogy. When Christ taught His dis- - 


ciples to regard God as their Father in Heav- 
en, He did not mean that their idea of God 
must necessarily be based upon their idea 
of their own fathers. It is the relationship 
that Christ is stressing. The love for, and 
interest in his son possessed by a good 
father, represents to men a relationship 
that they can understand even if they them- 
selves are fatherless. 

His need is the God of the Atomic Age 
- the God of wisdom and love today. Meek 
and mild? Jesus Christ did not hesitate to 
challenge and expose the hypocricies of 
the religious people of His day-a man that 
walked unscathed through a murderous crowd 
a man who could be moved to violent anger 
by the shameless exploitation or by smug, 
complacent orthodoxy; a man of such cour- 
age that he deliberately walked to what He 
knew would mean death, despite the pleas 
of well-meaning friends! Mild? What a word 
to use for a personality whose challenge, 
and strange attractiveness, nineteen cen- 
turies have by no means exhausted. Jesus 
Christ might well be called “‘meek’’ in the 
sense of being selfless and humble and ut- 
terly devoted to what he considered right 


whatever the cost; but ‘‘mild’’ never! Je- — 


sus taught that men not sit in judgment up- 
on one another, but He never suggested 
that they should turn a blind eye on evil or 
pretend that other people were faultless. 
He, Himself, indulged no roseate visions 
of human nature. He ‘“‘knew what was in 
man.’’ Nor could we imagine Him using or 
advocating the invariable use of ‘‘loving’’ 
words, To speak the truth was obviously 
to Him more important than to make His 
hearers comfortable; though equally, obvi- 


ously, His genuine love for men, gave Him — 


tact, wisdom, and sympathy. He was love 
in action, but He was not meek and mild, 

The authentic Christian tradition and par- 
ticularly the biography of those who might 
be the “‘front rank’? of Christian ‘‘Saints’? 


and women have found in God their “refuge” 
as well as their streneth. 
-- Excerpts from ‘*Your God Is Too Small’’ 
by J. B. Phillips, and printed in The Metb- 


odist Christian Advocate, Alabama. > 


Pocket Guide Booklet t 
Middle East Questions : 


This booklet of 50 pa 


tions relating to Middle Kast affai 
air 
ree from The American Jewish come 
4th Ave., New York 16, New York, 
eee ee, 
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show that throughout the ages heroic men 
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THE THREE K’S 


Take with us, if you will, two seven- 
league-boot steps into the past. The first 
takes us back to early schooldays when 
we learned the three R’s. The second takes 
us back not quite so far to our beginning 
days in advertising, 

In advertising, as in school, we started 
out with a trio to learn. It was called the 
three K’s and was drummed into our head 
by an old master at the art of persuading 
people through the printed word. 

Before you can write effective advertis- 
ing, he maintained you must |. Know every- 
thing that can be learned about the product; 
2. Know everything that can be learned about 
the competition; 3. Know everything that can 
be learned about the people you hope will 
buy the product. The three K’s. 

This, we have discovered over the years, 
was mighty sound advice. But we believe 
it has wider application than in the field 
of advertising alone. 

We believe it to be an excellent credo ~ 
for the man who would be a successful 
SALESMAN. 

Can you, by any stretch of the imagin- 
ation, conceive of a successful salesman 
who does not have at his tongue’s tip the 
right answer to any questions a prospect 
might ask about his product? What it is made 
of? What will it do for me? How long will 
it last? Is there a service guarantee? What 
colors are available? Who has used it be- 
fore me and liked it? Etc., ad infinitum. 

Or again, can you conceive of a success- 
ful salesman who does not know what com- 
petition he is up against? What is the dif- 

ference between this product and the one 
that Company B makes? How does the price 
compare? What will your product do that 
other similar products will not do? 

| Finally, how could a salesman succeed 
if he did not know a lot about the people 
he hopes to sell? What are their ambitions? 
Would this be a major purchase for them or 
an impulse item? Does it sell to them be- 
cause they logically reason it 1s a good buy. 


| The Expositor 


i. 


UHUACH AT WORK 


or because they want it emotionally? 

If you as a salesman have not been meet- 
ing your quota recently, or if you are doing 
well but would like to do better, it will pay 
you to indulge in a bit of self-examination. 
Analyze yourself with the three K’s in mind, 
Make sure you 1. Know your product. 2.Know 
your competition. 3. Know your prospects. 
It?s a FORMULA that spells SUCCESS, 


--Phil Mann in **York Trade Compositor’* 


A SENSE OF UNITY 


Church programs designed to bring about 
“fa sense of the unity of the Church of 
Christ”” was urged by the Rev. William M. 
Childs, formerly of Erlton, N. J., in his 
first sermon as pastor of Kenmore, N. Ys, 
Baptist Church. 

‘“‘We must endeavor to Support those fac- 
tors in the life of the community which will 
bring about an understanding of a loving 
God. We should seek to promote those pub- 
lic policies which encourage the expres- 
sion of such a revealed Creator.”’ 

Preaching on the topic, ‘‘For Such a Time 
as This,’? he described the task of the 
Church as ‘‘First of all one of reconcillia- 
tion-the creating of right relationships be- 
tween God and man.”’ 

“Tt is to this work that we must channel 
our every effort,’’ said Mr. Childs, and con- 
tinued, ‘‘It has been said these are days in 
which we are in the midst of a great strug- 
gle for the minds of men. In this ministry 
of reconciliation we are in the midst of an 
even greater struggle--for the hearts of 
men. To this end, God has called us as 
pastor and people to develop a faithful, 
‘consistent ministry, filled with compas- 
sion. aeas 


HISTORY OF HYMNS AND AUTHORS 


This hand-book, a generous 54x6%"", 49- 
pages, about which inquiry was received re- 
cently, was printed in 1908, and the mater- 
We have one copy available $2.00, includ- 
ing wrapping and mailing costs. 
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IF FAMILY TROUBLE COMES -- 5. After you have counted up the faults 

REMEMBER of your mate, make a list of your own. 
1. If yours was a Christian marriage, you 4 

spoke your vows before God. A Chris- Oy eliry sto anal yze what is the real source 

tian marriage is. ‘‘Till death do you part.”’ of your family trouble. Is it due to bad 

; health habits, drinking, over-spending. 

2. Your children did not ask to come into A sharp tongue, a selfish attitude, or 
your home. Now that they are here, their a neglect of church and other spiritual 
rights are primary. They must have both sn ieteatal 
father and mother; they must have secur- , 
ity and affection, or their young lives 7. Try a second courtship. Many couples 
will be warped. have fallen in love a second time. This 

f time it lasts. 

3. Most people who broke up their homes 8. Do not demand perfection in your mate 
are spending their lives regretting it. unless you have it yourself. A perfect 
Do not act in haste, or in anger. mate might give you an inferiority com- 

4. Beware of the unethical legal adviser plex. 
and of the trouble- making “‘friend.”’ 9, 
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Talk to a minister or an ethical attor- 
ney, either of whom will want to pro- 
tect your children. 


The family that prays together, stays 
together. Does your home have the Un- 
seen Guest? --Orvis F. Jordan 


ni ie ee 
Community Church, Park Ridge, Illinois 


Power For “/eday 


Power! — what explosive force lies in the word itself! Power— how the 
human race has sought it, glorified it and deified it! What astronomical sacri- 
fices have been made in terms of human blood and sweat and tears, what stu- 
pendous wealth has been expended in its search and acquisition. Pharaoh 
Cheops enslaved 100,000 men for 30 years to pile up 143 million cubic feet 
of masonry in his great pyramid at Gizeh. Yet this monumental expenditure 
of physical power is dwarfed by the mechanical power of modern man exempli- 
fied in the vast earth-moving project at Garrison Dam. The bulldozer, the der- 
rick, the generator, the turbine, the rocket —all represent power. Today we 
live in the atomic age where the concept of power has assumed nuclear propor- 
tions. Have we attained the ultimate? —is this the greatest power in man’s 
arsenal? 

The power of conventional arms and massed, marching, feet has been 
eclipsed by the atom. But, there is a power greater than the atom. It was Emer- 
son who said, “Beware when the great God lets loose a thinker on this planet. 
Then all things are at risk. It is as when a conflagration has broken out in a 
great city, and no man knows what is safe, or where it will end.” The power 
of the trained intellect to think and to theorize and to criticize, to compose, 
design and construct, to solve and to resolve, to synthetize and to analyse — 
is this man’s most powerful weapon? Is this the power that harbors in its 
bosom the key to a social, economic, and political Utopia? Is this the power 
that will ultimately allay the raging passions of racial strife that shames our 
country? Can and will man by the power of his intellect strike the shackles 
off the millions that languish in the chains of social, political and economic 
slavery the world over? Will any of the aforementioned powers assuage the 


anquish and pain and sorrow of bleeding and suffering humanity? Has it ever 
healed the breeches of social cleavage or bridged the yawning chasms of econ- 


omic inequities? Can military might or mechanical power or intellectual prowess 
halt and ultimately roll back the avalanche of greed and malice and corruption 
that has fastened on humanity with a vice-like grip? 

As the quiet power of a seedling can cleave the crust of the earth and split 
the rock, so another power, the greatest power in the universe, quietly and 
unostentatiously works as a leaven in human society. It is the power that men 
overlook and often hold in contempt. It is the power that impelled the Creator 
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ito become incarnate, It is the power that 

ipeleansed the leper, gave sight to the blind, 

jpopened the grave and robbed the tomb. It 

wwas this power, not the brutal nails, that 

ytheld the outstretched hands and feet of 

(Christ to the cross. It was this power that 
transformed a malice-ridden, blaspheming 
}Saul into a praying, preaching and beseech- 

fing Paul, It is this power that holds an Al- 
jtbert Schweitzer in primitive Africa, that 

fssends countless missionaries all over the 
world, that feeds the hungry, clothes the 

}maked, heals the sick, builds the hospitals, 
j‘coinforts the dying. It is this power that 
cean silence the roar of guns, disarm the 
1monsters of nuclear warfare, heal the social 
ccleavages, effect the brotherhood of man 
eand quench the raging fires of racial en- 
rmity. This power is omnipotent. This power 
iis LOVE, and LOVE is GOD. 


R.L.W.,Redeemer Record, St. Paul, Minn. 


*IRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
»>f COMPTON, CALIFORNIA, 
UILDS SANCTUARY at 
HUGE SAVINGS to MEMBERS 


INCE 1948, when the Rev. Morgan Gates 

was assigned to the First Baptist Church 

in Compton, until the completion of his 
mew church in 1955, he was holding two and 
tthree main services in the sanctuary each 
‘Sunday to bring the Word of the Lord to his 
{faithful parishioners. 

Six years after the pastor took over the 
duties as leader of the Church, the board 
‘of trustees offered the idea of a larger sanc- 
‘tuary to the 800-members of the church, The 
congregation- voted and approved the idea 
and preliminary bids were asked for on the 
cost of the building and furnishings. 

In 1887, the First Baptist Church of Comp- 
ton, located at 417 South Tamarand St., was 
built with seating capacity of only 50. In 
1920, the second sanctuary was erected to 
accommodate the increased congregation of 
220. 

These buildings were both constructed of 
frame and stucco. Now members of the church 
wanted a fine building that would last. They 
also wanted modern furnishings that would 
enhance the beauty and purpose of the church 
and all this to be done on a _ limited budget. 

The Church approached unity through em- 
ploying in a simple construction system, a 
direct expression of a few modern materials, 
a rich color palette and a happy relationship 
of building to site. 

Buttress & McClellan, Inc. of Los Angeles, 
contracted to build a 70 foot x 138 foot build - 
‘ing with seating capacity of 940, with pews 
‘in the choir loft for 65 members. Architect 
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Denver Marwith planned the building at cost 
of $87,000. With furnishings, sound system, 
stained glass windows, fixtures, interior 
decorating and motorized electrical system 
dimmers that control the candle-light power 
of the lighting, the total cost of the church 
amounting to $137,000. 

Marwith designed a ‘“‘tilt-up type’’ con- 
struction of reinforced concrete, finished 
with a unique type of coating called Zola- 
tone. 

After laying an asphalt tile floor, forms 
for the walls of concrete were poured and 
then set up into place. Later the columns- 
were poured and tapered steel girders were 
set. Horizontal to the beams, purlins were 
used instead of rafters. After the sides were 
set, the roof was put on. The apex of the 


ceiling is 28 feet in height. 


The church design is contemporary-utili - 
tarian. The pews, pulpit, holy communion 
table and seats in the choir loft were design- 
ed and installed by the California Church - 
Furniture Company of Hollydale. 

Zolatone Multi-Color Coating was applied 
to the baptistry, choir loft and sanctuary, in- 
cluding: walls, ceiling and beams, the vesti- 
bule and the rest rooms. 

Zolatone was selected, according to the 
Rev. Mr. Gates, because it can be applied 
to concrete, plaster, metals and practically 
every other building material, even tile and 
plastics. ‘‘Decoratively, it tends to unify 
and pull together a diversity of materials. 
Its masking and camouflaging ability has 
saved our church money by cutting down 
finishing expenses,’’ added the pastor. 
Hewitt Painting Company, Los Angeles, 
were the painting contractors, 

The entire sanctuary is carpeted in deep 
rose and grey mottled carpets, except under 
the pews. 

Broadway Stained Glass Company put in 
the windows. A round stained glass window 
depicting the figure of Christ was installed 
in the baptistry. There are four stained 
windows in the south side of the church and 
three on the north. The seven windows tell 
the story of the life of Christ. At the er 
trance of the church on either side are two 
half windows. One shows the Dove of the 
Holy Spirit and the other is etched with a 
scene of a communion cups 

The church floor plan is on a three slope 
angle. There are two upstairs classrooms, 
a choir robing room and four lavatories, 
two in the vestibule witha vinyl tile floor, 
and two behind the baptistry. There are al- 
so a prayer room and a sound room. Acous- 
tical tile has been installed at the rear por- 
tion of the sanctuary to aid the sound  sys- 
tem. -Robert M. Garrick, Los Angeles, Cal. 
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MAKE 
A JOYFUL NOISE 


RALPH FREESE 


S THE music department of your church 
often called the ‘war department’? It 
shouldn’t have such a title if your 
Music Committee is functioning properly. 

And just what are the duties of a Music 
Committee? 

Nearly every church has such a commit- 
tee, but often it is merely elected or ap- 
pointed without having any specific area 
in which it is to function and often with- 
out any duties assigned to it! So‘the music 
committee is not called together until some 
crisis arises and then it is supposed to be 
all powerful in judgment and decisions; 
whereas it has very little knowledge of what 
it must and should do. 

The Music Committee when elected or ap- 
pointed should meet immediately and become 
an organized body. Then it must examine- 
the music structure of the church, determin- 
ing its needs and objectives and suggest- 
ing the ways by which these ends can be 
achieved. The over-all purpose is that its 
members, interested and versed in the whole 
program of church music, should study and 
evaluate all available ways and means to 
utilize local talent to the best advantage.. 
+.to create a wholesome and effective min- 
istry of music for the church. It must sup- 
port and cooperate with those in leadership 
and act as the medium through which the 
congregation and musicians can meet on 
common grounds of effective worship. 

Someone will immediately bring up the 
point that in following such a policy there 
is always a danger that such an active com- 
mittee might over-step its boundaries and 
even try to usurp the rights and judgment 
which belong to the members of the music 
staff. 

One Minister of Music says that in over 
30-years of. service, working in many and- 
various congregations and denominations, 
he has yet to meet an over aggressive com- 
mittee. Usually the committee is content 
mere to pass the buck to the members of 
the staff and make them entirely responsi- 
ble for any and all things that transpire. 
The plea of all ministers of music is for 
more active music committees backing up- 
the-music of the church and even going out 
of its way to provide more outlets for the 
activities of the music departments. 

When the Music Committee is organized 
and beginning to function, it should at all 
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times consult with the pastor for as super- 
intendent of all activities in the congrega- 
tion, he has a responsible interest and con- 
cern in all the music that is performed. Al- 
ways he should be asked to sit in with the 
committee so that he may assist in all mat- 
ters of policy and procedure. The pastors 
usually selects the hymns for the service 
and, of course, helps the other members 
of the music staff plan all music set-ups 
and programs in general, 

The organist should be consulted in many 
matters...he has a very special place in 
the music structure of the church.t He pro- 
vides appropriate organ music for services 
and for other occasions in the church pro- 
gram. Sitting at the console, he leads the 
congregation through the worship...knit- 
ting and liturgy and hymns together and 
weaving an emotional spell in the many 
departments of the worship service. 

The choir director has a unique place in 
the music department, he it is who selects 
anthems, builds and trains the choirs and 
in general through the medium of his music 
develops the music taste of the congrega- 
tion. He must be a diplomat as he works 
closer with the people than any other offi- 
cial of the church and he deals as a rule 
with more sensitive and temperamental folk 
than does the pastor,Sunday school teach- 
er, or lay leader. 

The situation becomes somewhat dif- 
ferent if the church is able to employ a 
full-time Minister of Music. Such a person, 
in cooperation with the Music Committee 
and Pastor, becomes the director-in-chief- 
of all the music activities. Even so, the 
services of the Music Committee must not 
be dispensed with entirely. It is easy for 
a committee under these circumstances to 
recognize the authority of the Minister of 
Music, pass the baton to him and become 
dormant. The Minister of Music should not 
set the music policy of the church...but 
in most cases he is forced to do so. It 
still should be the function of the Music 
Committee to do it. 

One of the basic needs of the music staff 
is for the Music Committee to represent the 
department in all matters of music interest 
before the governing boards of the church 
and even before the congregation, when 
needed. The alert committee will assume 
this responsibility...discussing there all 
matters of policy and procedure and ask ap- 
proval for all actions. 

More specifically, the following listed 
services are so needed by the Music De- 
partment. In these categories the music 
committee can render most invaluable as- 
sistance to the church staff: 

1, See that all music facilities are in 
order and working; these include tuning 

(See page 135) 


M ay, 1957— 


a a 


SERMONS 


MAN NEEDS AND 


GOD DEEDS 


HLLIAM 
FE XT: Isaiah 51: 12-16 


HE lovely and lengthy poetic passages 

from the prophecy of Isaiah bring a 

wealth of comfort to believing hearts, 
ot less than the faithful followers of Jeho- 
ah in Isaiah’s own day are our own Souls 
jirred by the treasures of this inspired 
assage. 
Four areas of truth described by the proph- 
--poet here engage our attention. 


MAN’S NEED. In the midst of the decay- 
.g and dying, we need a vision of the per- 
anent. The human heart cries out for com- 
prt in affliction; peace in the midst of tur- 
oil and tension. Someone has reminded us 
“at we are merely mortal creatures -ignor- 
at creatures at that-who are able to in- 
ict death but not to conquer it. 

We are not unmindful of the works of the 
and of man. Channeling the vast resources 
hich have come from an abundant supply, 
2 has brought mankind to glorious vistas 
= accomplishment. But the landscape is so 
equently besmirched by evil things which 
kewise have come from man’s hand! Man 
; intelligent enough to create powerful im- 
lements - cunning and ingenious - but he 
; too ignorant to use these implements con- 
tuctively. ‘‘There shall be wars and ru- 
ors of wars’’, the Bible tells us. That, not 
scause God desires it or ordains it, but 
2cause man’s need is also for a power 
‘eater and holier than himself. 

Man’s need is for a Comforter. Not, to be 
ire, to say pretty words and stroke his brow; 
an needs a Comforter Who makes him con- 
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scious of Reality; Who shows him Truth; Who 
makes him see that life is not meaningless - 
and that endurance and fidelity are worth- 
while 
Il. GOD’S ABILITY. When one seeks the 
Deliverer he must ever be alert to the abili- 
ties of that one to whom he turns. Is He 
truly able to deliver? Many and loud are the 
voices calling us to allegiance- some of 
them voices of false prophets. It is impera- 
tive that the one in whom we put our trust 
be signally competent. 

Who stretched out the heavens and 

laid the foundations of the earth... 


Presumptuous indeed is man’s question- 
ing of God’s ability to deal with human need. 
Before us stretch the vast horizons of the 
earth’s created beauty; above us spread the 
diamond studded heavens. The greatest 
scientist with the most up-to-date labora- 
tory cannot produce a replica of this cosmic 
splendor. Reason is ridiculed shamefully 
at the thought of this world being an acci- 
dent. Logic demands acknowledgement of 
a divine and orderly Mind creating and regu- 
lating the cosmic processes, 

Having recognized the reality of super- 
natural Power, and granting the creative 
ability of this Power-- whatever be the na- 
ture-- it is certainly not beyond reason to 
suggest God’s ability to deal with the needs 
of His world. 

Admittedly, it does not necessarily fol- 
low that because such a Power exists that 
this Power is a personal Being with capacity 
to love. This is not our question at the mo- 
ment.We are thinking only of God’s ABILITY. 
The point we here make is simply that the 
power to create the world is a greater pow- 
er than that needed to comfort human hearts. 
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PEWS, PULPIT 
AND: CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


If we grant the possibility of the former, we - 
have no grounds logically for denying the - 
latter. 


Ill. MAN’S FORGETFULNESS. It is incon- 
ceivable that man, having seen the glory of 
God, and having recognized the ability of 
God, should so soon forget his Maker. Yet 
the biblical record is, purely and simply, 
a history of this forgetfulness. With reveal- 
ing strokes the Bible protrays man crying 
out to God for help, God answering the des- 
perate cries--and then man forgetting the 
goodness of God. 

Looking back in retrospect we are apt to 
condemn the Israelites for their ingratitude. 
We discover how mercifully God dealt with 
them during the days of their wandering, and 
during the days of their captivity, and we are 
amazed that these so signally blessed could 
so flagrantly deny Him and so willfully vio- 
late His commands. Yet were we quite hon- 
est in our analysis we should be forced to 
acknowledge that we have dealt in the same 
way with our heavenly Father. We have 
failed to believe His promises and there- 
fore have relied upon our own strength. We 
have forgotten God’s goodness, and so have 
failed to render proper gratitude for His mercy, 

There is the story of the man who was un- 
grateful to his friend, and treated him with an 
utter lack of respect. His friend said to him, 
‘‘How is it that you treat me so? Haven’t [ 
stood by you in times of hardship in past 
years? When you were without work did I not 
provide food for you and your family? And 
even last week during your illness didn’t | 
come to your aid in numerous ways?”’ 

To which the other replied, ‘‘But what 
have you done for me THIS WEEK?"’ 

Something of this spiritual nearsighted- 
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ness characterizes so much of our attitude 
towards God. We keep demanding spectac- 
ular revelations of His power--signs and 
wonders--or we will not believe. We con- 


tinually request new evidences of His con-- 


cern or else we doubt that His love for us 
is real. We forget about Calvary--that is 
too far in the past. We want God to do some- 
thing THIS WEEK! We forget what, through 
the Cross, He has done FOR ETERNITY! 


IV. GOD’S DESIRE. Most of our confusion 
would be dispelled were we convinced ful- 
ly of the merciful desires of our Heavenly 
Father. It would not be possible to picture 
God as a remote Deity, unable to assist 
man, and unwilling to do so were He able, 
if we rightly interpreted His desire. 

An accurate reading of the Scripture 
makes it clear that it is not God’s desire 
“that anyone should perish.’”? God con- 
demns no one; we condemn ourselves. God 
desires that everyone should know Him and 
love Him, and experience His salvation. 


This is not universalism, for it is not a sug- — 


gestion that all WILL be redeemed; only 
that it is not God’s DESIRE that any per- 
ish. Write it down as an ,axiom that God 
seeks only the highest and best for His 
people. 


There is a tendency to draw a distinc- 


tion between ‘‘the God of the Old Testa- 
ment and the God of the New Testament,”’ 
as though they are two distinct Deities, 
Marcion drew a sharp line of separation, 
and the heresy did not end with him. To- 
day we hear it said frequently that the God 
pictured in the Hebrew literature is a cruel 


and despotic tyrant, lacking the love which 


Jesus revealed. 
The above conception betrays a faulty 
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}reading of the Scripture, and failure to un- 
}derstand the nature and desire of God. Many 
jand glorious are the passages of the old 
Testament which reveal God’s mercy. For 
rexample, one may turn to the thirty-first 
}echapter of Jeremiah and find the same 
Shepherd of concern we discover in the 
mature of Christ. Orthe passage from Isaiah, 
which here engages our attention: 


And I have put my words in your mouth, 
and hid you in the shadow of my hand, 
Stretching out the heavens 
and laying the foundations of the earth, 
and saying to Zion, ‘You are my people.’’ 


THE TIE THAT 
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ITEXT: ’‘Henceforth I call you not serv- 

anis, for the servant knoweth not what 
his lord doeth; but I have called you 
friends, for all things that I have heard 
of my Father, I have made known unto 
you.’’ John 15:15. 


ELIGION has made the front pages of 
the daily press. Few magazines dare 
to omit it from consideration and it is 

appearing as a topic of personal conversa- 
sion. All of which affords reason for an op- 
timistic outlook upon a world which in many 
ways seems to be sunk in “‘scientific’’ ma- 
terialism. The spirit of man may be battered, 
but it cannot be destroyed; it may be re- 
pressed but it cannot be extinguished. The 
‘sseamy side of this phenomenon lies in the 
fact that so many of the speakers and wri- 
ters on religion do not know what they are 

talking about. For religion is primarily an 
experience; if a man does not have it, his 

remarks about it carry little weight. All 
Christians, both lay and clerical, can make 
a salutary contribution at this point. It is 
theis singular privilege to witness like the 
blind man of old, ‘‘This one thing I know; 
whereas I was blind, now! see.’’ Such testi- 
mony will quickly clear the air of theologic- 
al fogbanks. The confusions of the day chal- 
lange evangelicals to make their contribu- 

tion to sane and inclusive thinking. 

Some years ago a newspaperman who had 
been trained in theology and who ought to 
have known better predicted that Christian 
believers would ultimately be divided into 
three groups -Catholic fundamentalists, 
Protestant fundamentalists, and Protestant 
modernists. He missed it by a mile! There 
are millions of Christian people who would 
not feel at home in any of the three groups, 
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So great is the desire of God that we 
should know His love, and be redeemed by 
the power of that love, that He has given 
a Saviour to the world, Were His desire not 
So profound, the Christian Gospel would 
never have come to us, The proof of God’s 
love is the Saviour Who died to make that 
love real in our hearts. 

Man’s needs have prompted God’s deeds, 
**Barth has no sorrow that heaven cannot 
heal.’’ Man has no spiritual want which God 
cannot supply. Every need of your spiritual 
experience can and will be met through Je- 
sus Christ as Redeemer of your soul. 


BINDS 


because they cannot be fitted into purely 
intellectual categories. For every man to 
whom religion is an intellectual possession, 
there are several to whom it is an emotional 
experience. They are evangelicals.Of course, 
precise classification is impossible. Chris- 
tians may be sacramentarian, orthodox, prac- 
tical or emotional, but no man is solely or 
exclusively any of these. Every sacramen- 
tarian has in him a little of the intellectual, 
some of the practical and more perhaps 
of the emotional. So, of all the others. A 
sacramentarian is a man who stresses the 
sacramental element; a fundamentalist em- 
phasizes doctrinal orthodoxy; a modernist, 
puts the accent on ethical conduct; an evar 
gelical is unique in giving first place to the 
fact of fellowship. That is the Good news! 
John Wesley gave it immortal expression 
when he said, “‘If thy heart be as my heart, - 
give me thy hand.’’ Today, two centuries 
after Wesley and coming from differing tra- 
ditions-Emil Brunner and Nels Ferrt find 
the core of the N. T. ecclesia to lie in con- 
munion with Christ plus brotherhood in love. 
Both echo Paul’s assertion that “‘with the 
heart man believeth unto righteousness.” 
Intellect, will and affection are all involved 
in this personal relationship between the 
soul and God which is made effective -- 
through Jesus Christ. 


PAUL RECOGNIZED the TIE 


The attempt to find a rift between the 
thinking of Paul and the teachings of Jesus 
has failed demonstrably. The great apostle 
gave a more Sharply intellectual cast to the 
truths that were primary in the Master’s phi- 
losophy. It is not likely that Paul ever saw 
the text quoted from John’s gospel. Howey- 
er, his teaching was saturated with the truth 
it sets forth. He besought the Philippians to 
“let this mind be in you which was also in 
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Christ Jesus.’’.To the Galations he testi - 
fied, ‘‘I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me.’® Such utterances bespeak the intimacies 
of friendship. The range and variety of the 
pictures which Jesus used to illustrate spir- 
itual truth gives him pre-eminence as a re- 
ligious teacher. He spoke of himself as a 
door, a light, a shepherd. All of these are 
enlightening but they are distinctly outclas- 
sed by the affirmation that “IT have called 
you friends,’’ That flexible and expansive 
figure gave ample scope for the creative in- 
sights which he sought to convey. 


THE ESSENCE of FRIENDSHIP 


Friendship is a personal relationship in 
which love is involved. Thus it is differ- 
ent from the relationship which obtains be- 
tween officer and soldier, lawyer and client, 
physician and patient, merchant and'cus- 
tomer, employer and employee. The desire 
for a fellowship with love does far to ex- 
plain creation and redemption. It affords a 
clue to Calvary-‘‘But none of the ransomed 
ever knew how deep the waters crossed.’’On- 
ly love reveals. A flower turns upward to the 
sun. When a great man dies, the task of writ- 
ting, his biography is usually committed to a 
friend because only a friend can do justice 
to the subject. Life’s greatest wealth con- 
sists in friendship. Robert Louis Stevenson 
asserted that ‘‘no man is useless while he 
has a friend.’? We become like our friends. 
Thus friendship with Jesus takes on tran- 
scendent importance.It is a two-way process, 
and to say that Jesus had his own life en- 
riched by human contacts is not to go _be- 
yond the idea implicit in Paul’s notion that 
Christ is now our advocate, pleading for us 
at the throne of grate, with the sympathet- 
ic knowledge acquired from earthly friend- 
ships. The exquisite hymn, ‘‘In the hour of 
trial, Jesus plead for me,’’ brings out this 
conception. A common ground is essential 
to the making of friendship. Things which 
separate must be removed. The atonement 
is grounded in that necessity. Confidence 
is another prerequisite. Jesus had it-‘‘All 
things that I have heard. of my father, I have 
made known unto you.’’ And, there is press- 
ing need for loyalty. The lasting popular- 
ity of such stories as those of David and 
Jonathan, Damon and Pythias, ‘‘Soldiers 
Three’’ and “Three Musketeers”’ indicates 
how indispensable it is. 


A DISMAL POSSIBILITY 


The breaking of friendship is a dismal 
possibility. This may be due to the enter- 
ing in of other friendships but more often 
‘it is caused by neglect. The discipline nec- 
essary for the protection, nourishment and 
exercise of friendship is not easy to achieve 
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amid the sag and drag of daily life. Friend- 
ship with Jesus brings out those qualities 
of personality which make it easy to build 
up real and rewarding ties with other people. | 
One of the best definitions of the church 
ever formulated is this, ‘‘The society of 
the friends of Jesus.’’ Out of the recogni- 
tion of that fact have sprung such unpreten- 
tious but perennially popular hymns as-- 
‘“‘What a friend we have in Jesus’’ and- 
‘*Blest be the tie that binds, our heartsin 
Christian love.” 


The local church is functioning most ef- 
fectively which furnishes a climate where 
friendship with Jesus becomes natural and 
easy. Thus it illustrates the mood of recon- 
ciliation so needed by a world in revolution. 
Even casual observers can see how this has 
been demonstrated during the past twenty 
years when the bonds of Christian fellow- 
ship have proved to be far stronger than 
those forged by financial corporations, la- 
bor unions and learned societies. The fel- 
lowships of those called to be saints have 
properly been termed the ‘‘cement’’ which 
has bound mankind together. 


THE LORD and ME 


The Lord, He had a job for me, 
But I had so much to do, 

I said: ‘*You get somebody else, 
Or wait till I get through.”” 


I don’t know how the Lord came out, 
But He seemed to get along, 

But I felt kinda sneakin’ like, 
Cause I know’d I done Him wrong. 


One day I needed the Lord myself, 
Needed Him right away, 

And He never answered me at all 
But I could hear Him say 


Down in my accusin heart --- 
**T?se got too much to do; 
You get somebody else, 
Or wait till I get through.” ; 


Now, when the Lord has a job for me, 
I never tries to shirk, 

I drops what I have on hand, 
And does the good Lord’s work; 


And my affairs can run along, 

Or wait till I get through, 
Nobody else can do the job, 

The Lord’s marked out for YOU. 


(Written by a Colored Poet, Christian : 
Laymen'’s Tract League, 2511 North Drake, 
Chicago, Ill.) ; 
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CALLING 


ALL WORSHIPPERS 


HENRY H. SCHOOLEY 


WTEXT: Psalm 95:6. ““O come, let us 
worship and bow down: let us kneel 
before the Lord our maker.”’ 


HO doesn’t love the sound of a bell, 


W anc especially if it is a church 
bell? There is something about the 
tolling of a church bell which always 
eminds me of Jesus’ birth. Principal- 
lly, I suspect, because of the angelic 
chorus which the Gospel of Luke re- 
tcords as heralding that birth and with 
which I always seem to associate the 
nringing of bells at Christmas and New: 
Year’s Eve. 

The association of the ringing of a 
Ibell with Jesus’ birth is a much more 
joyous one than that which still holds 
‘forth over Europe. We are told that the 
custom still prevails over in some of 
the small villages on the continent of 
ringing the church bells at the time of 
one’s burial. On hearing the bells ring 
in some of these quaint places, one is 
undoubtedly prompted to pause and ask, 
‘For whom does the bell toll ?”’ 


___Personally, I am glad that this tra- 
dition did not carry over for very long 
here in America, for if it had the toll 
-of any bell would have a connotation 
for us no less mournful than that of a 
Church of The Mediator, Providence, R. I. 
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fog horn. Fortunately for us, the chu 
bells of America ace been used sf 
marily for the calling of people to wor- 
ship. 

As a youth, what I enjoyed most a- 
bout a church was the sound of its bell. 
Indeed, there is still a nostalgic long- 
ing within me to return to scenes of my 
early childhood for that very reason. 
The most impressionistic years of my 
life were spent with an uncle and aunt 
who lived right next door to a church 
of which my uncle was the sexton. When 
I was only knee-high, my uncle would 
permit me to assist him in ringing the 
bells for services. Needless to say, 
this was-one of my greatest joys until 
one Sunday one of the Sunday School 
pupils, jealous of my personal privilege 
jabbed a hat pin into my seat, thus caus- 
ing not only a discordant bell above, 
but a miniature civil war below. Because 
of this early association of church with 
a bell, I seldom hear a church bell ring 
today but it seems to say to me, ‘‘Call- 
ing all worshippers! Come and worship!’ 

R. L. Middleton in his book, entitled, 
“Take Time,” has a wistful story which 
rings a responsive cord in many a heart. 
The story revolves about a father and 
son and the old country church to which 
the father used to go as a lad. Now liv- 
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ing in the big city, this father often 
spoke to his son of the bell in the lit- 
tle church which the venerable sexton 
would occasionally let him ring. One 
day, in telling his son about this church 
and its bell, the father promised to take 
his son with him on a visit to the scene 
of his boyhood. 

When that day came, the father and 
son left the great city for the country, 
with a great joy of anticipation. When 
they reached the church, however, they 
found to their dismay that the church 
was locked up. The father, determined 
not to disappoint his son, no less_ than 
himself, sought out an old resident and 
borrowed a key. Once inside, he stood 
with bowed head, as the heart-warming 
memories of his boyhood days, seemed 
to flow back into his being. The little 
son looked up into his father’s face and 
then at the bell rope and exclaimed eager- 
ly, ‘Ring it again, daddy, ring it again!’’ 

And ring it again that father did, al- 
most impulsively, as it were, and the 
people hearing that bell ring came from 
far and near to see what it was_ that had 
caused it to ring. As the people stood 
curiously about the church yard, the 
father told them of what the old church 
had meant to him in his boyhood, and of 
his love for the bell. Some of the people 
assembled there testified that the sil- 
vertones of that bell were the sweetest 
sounds they had heard in many a year 
as they reverberated over hill and dale. 
And what can we suppose was its mes- 
sage? It could only be one, ‘‘Calling 
all worshippers! Come and worship! 
Come and worship!”” + 

That, too, is our purpose in observ- 
ing Go-To-Church Sunday at the outset 
of a new church year, or after summer 
vacations. And while we may not have 
a bell to ring, as far as our own church 
is concerned, we can set our telephone 
wires to vibrating 6-days ahead of time 
with the message, “Calling all worship- 
pers! Come and worship! Come in to 
pray, go out with power--see you in 
church next Sunday.” 

Now, my friends, T would like to call 
your attention, first of all, to the need 
for extending the call of the church bell 
personally by those who. would conse- 
crate themselves to the task of helping 
the church increase its attendance and 
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revitalize its membership. 

Whereas bells were put into church 
steeples in small communities, where 
everyone could hear their call to wor- 
ship, we are living in a day when peo- 
ple are moving out from the suburban 
areas to the rural where the sounds of 
bells cannot be heard. Even so, in this 
age of technocracy we can be in closer 
contact with people than ever before. 
All of man’s inventions are in a way 
mere extensions of his physical powers. 
Take the telephone, for instance, it is 
an extension of man’s mouth and ears. 
And now they tell us that in a few years 
short wave radio sets of the size of a 
watch will enable a person to talk to 
others who live remotely from each other. 


What a marvellous age in which we 
are living and what a still more surpris- 
ing one is yet to come! At this point, 
may I pause long enough to project this 
thought? How much a blessing this new 
age becomes will depend, will it not, on 
how much and for what purposes man 
uses his marvellous powers of inter- 
communication? If, for instance, man 
were to turn on his short-wave radio and 
telephone set to remind his friends of 
the horse and dog racing events to take 
place here or the beano and bingo games 
to take place there, you may be sure 
that it would create only accentuation 
of two of the great social evils of our 
time; namely the disintegration of the 
home life and its cor-esponding rise of 
juvenile delinquency. 

On the other hand, let these wonderful 
extensions of man’s mouth and ears be 
used to carry this message -- “Calling 
all worshippers! Come and worship! See 
you in church next Sunday!’’ I say were 
that to be done with man’s new found 
powers it would give balance to a life 
which has already become overwhelm- 
ingly materialistic, and man would be- 
gin to understand what the psalmist 
meant when he said, “‘I was glad when 
they said unto me, let us go into the — 
house of the Lord.” — 

For sometime now I have been tempted — 
to observe Go-To-Church Sunday on the . 
Sundays after Christmas and Easter, for — 
those are the days which many ministers - 
call Low Sundays with their sudden e- 
clipse in attendance. What a let down 
it is for some ministers from the packed- 
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cchurches Christmas and Easter to the 
jyvacuum-seated pews on the Sundays im- 
hmediately following. Aware of the fact 
ithat they have the opportunity to face 
sSome twice-a-year worshippers, minis- 
wtters find it exceedingly difficult not to 
ssay something to jar their spiritual in- 
Hifference. 

__ After one Easter service a woman of 
ithe church came to the pastor at the door 
pand thanked him for his.‘‘very helpful 
jand enduring sermon.’’ The pastor just 
feould not refrain from saying, ‘‘Thank 
yrou for the kind word but I hope this ser- 
mon jwon’t be as enduring as the last 
hone. Why, when was that?’ asked the 
oman. The pastor replied, “‘I believe 
jit was last Easter.” 

| In our call to all worshippers today, 
ay it not be to agitate the nominal be- 
lliever or the occasional attendant at 
kehurch. Let’s be persistent but con- 
tructive with our time and talents of 
ind and heart by taking note of those 
who are absent each Sunday; and then 
tbe consecrated messengers of church 
and ambassadors of good will, even as 
our laymen are aspiring to do now with 
eir tape recorder service of taking the 
church to those who, through illness and 
iinfirmity of age, cannot come to church. 
Would that we had more people who are- 
sable and willing to call up the truants 
sof the church with a voice so friendly 
ithat they could not resist the appeal. 
(Calling all worshippers! Come and wor- 
sship! See you in church Sunday. 


—= 


Permit me now to mention just this 
‘other aspect of the church which cries 
‘out so eloquently to all who want to 
ring again the bells of the living church. 

The church is the edifice where-in we 
‘ean build up our citadels of faith as no- 
where else. And by faith I mean no blind 
credulity but a sure and steadfast reli- 
ance on God’s power and will for our 
time; such as led one sage to write-- 
*‘Though the wrong be oft so strong,- 
God is the ruler yet,’’ and another to 
-declare--‘‘These things shall be a lofti- 
er race than e’re the world has hoped 
‘to see,”? Who doesn’t need that faith in 
God and the world today? 

_ Lloyd Douglas in his book, “The Big 
Fisherman,’’ reveals how dynamic this 
power of ak in Jesus’ disciples was. 
Jesus had begged his disciples to leave 
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him alone but Peter, James and John al- 
ways wanted to be with him. When Jesus 
insisted on being alone, James said, “‘I 
don’t believe he cares very much wheth- 
er we understand him or not.’ ‘‘You’re 

ite right, James,’’ remarked old Bar- 
tholomew. ‘“‘He’s teaching us to have 
faith in him.” “‘But,’’ argued the doubt- 
ing disciple, Thomas, ‘‘Can’t a man have 
faith and understanding, too?’’ ‘‘No!”’ 
declared Bartholomew, ‘‘That’s what 
faith is for, my son. It’s for when we 
can’t understand.”’ Then the bold dis- 
ciple Peter sealed the argument with 
these words, “‘When a man understands, 
he doesn’t need to seek faith.” 

If people don’t come to church to get, 
as we say, “their faith lifted,” then 
they are missing the greatest purpose 
of corporate worship. A minister once 
said to a new person who attended his 
church faithfully for a month, “‘It’s so 


_good to have you in attendance at our 


church so regularly,’’The new communi- 
cant replied, “‘Indeed, sir, I’m glad to 
come. It isn’t often thatI get oan a com- 
fortable seat andso little tothink about.” 

Well, that person may not have ex- 
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pressed in the right way what she meant 
but there was no mistaking how much at- 
tendance at church must have rekindled 
her hope and faith so that she could face 
her trials and tribulations of the morrow 
in a better way. 

Ah, yes! we need to ring again the 
bells of Christ’s Church so that more 
and more will come to know it as the 
fortress of faith, the refuge of hope, the 
haven of a matchless fellowship. 

True, we may not have a church bell 
here, but we do have access to three 
other kinds of bells more fitting for our 
age: Heart bells, something that rings 
within us whenever we are moved by 
great beliefs; telephone bells, some- 
thing through which we can communicate 
to others our heart throbs of faith; and 
door bells, something by which we can 
cross over the thresholds of homes and 
share with others by words and deeds 
our glorious religious faith, 


May those three bells be our mediums of 
reaching out to others with the Go-To- 
Church appeal- ‘Calling all worshippers! 


Come and worship! See you in church, 
next Sunday!”’ 


NEIGHBORHOOD CONDITIONS 


“‘Next to what goes on in your mind and 
what goes on in your home, probably the 
most important thing in your world is what 
goes on in your neighborhood.”’ 

These are the introductory words of a 
booklet on neighborhood redevelopment 
now being offered by the Buffalo, N.Y., 
Chamber of Commerce (The Jacees), 

Profusely illustrated with drawings, the 
booklet, “‘You and Your Neighborhood,”’ 
explains how to rate your neighborhood’s 
improvement needs, how to organize a 
neighborhood redevelopment association 


and includes a home improvement check - 


list. 


The Junior Chamber is offering the book- 
let as part of its current drive to organize. 
neighborhood-redevelopment groups, in Buf- 


falo, New York. 

This should serve as a “‘spark’”? to com- 
munities throughout our great and blessed 
country to undertake a campaign for clean- 
ing up our streets, maintaining privately 
owned homes and areas, and equally im- 
portant, publicly owned areas, such as 
parks, school grounds and buildings, as 
well as cities, village, and of rural area 
space. 
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GREAT SINNERS but A GREAT 
SAVIOUR 


Hebr. 7:25 1 Jobn 2:1. 1 Tim. 1:15. 


Rev. J. Henry Jowett,the great Eng- 
lish preacher, said: ‘‘It has always been 
characteristic of great soul-winners that, 
in the strength of the unsearchable riches 
of Christ, they have proclaimed the pos- 
sible enrichment and ennoblement of the 
most debased. John Wesley appeared to 
take pride in recounting and describing 
the appalling ruin and defilement of man- 
kind, that he might then glory in the all- 
sufficient redeeming grace from God.“‘I 
preached at Bath,’’ he wrote. *‘Some of the 
rich and great were present, to whom, as 
to the rest, I declared with all plainness 
of speech, 1. That by nature they were all 
children of wrath. 2. That all their natural 
tempers were corrupted and abominable. 
One of my hearers, my Lord---, stayed- 
very impatiently until came to the mid- 
dle of my fourth topic. Then starting up, 
he said, “Tis hot! ’tis very hot,’ and got 
down stairs as fast as he could. My Lord 
should have stayed a little longer until 
Wesley got to the marrow of his text, ““The 
Son of Manis come to seek and to save that 
which was lost.’ * 


THE MADNESS OF UNBELIEF 
Matt. 17:17. Luke 19:41-42. Jobn 5:40, 


The indifference or wilfulness of the 
unbelieving heart caused even the Son of 
God to marvel and to such he said: ‘‘Ye 
will not come unto me that ye might have 
life.’? Hurrying to certain destruction, if 
the Word of God is not a brazen lie, they 
are like the man who last summer was dis- 
covered drifting over the rapids of Niagara 
Falls apparently unconcerned at the danger. 

People who saw him called him back to- 
shore. A long pole was extended to him, 
but he fought it off. He was carried down 
stream within fifteen feet of the brink and 
thirty-five feet out from Prospect Point, 
where he stood. Ropes were cast to him; 
but he threw them back. Attempts were 
made in vain to lasso him. ‘ 

Then the fire truck was sent for. The ~ 
men weighted the ladder at the shore end, 
and two officers went out over the brink of ~~ 
of the falls to the man.He fought with them, 
but they succeeded in bringing him back to 
shore. 

Remarkable, you say that he should have 
thus fought his rescuers. No, not remark - 
able at all for the man was an insane pati- 
ent who had escaped from his watchers. __ 
But remarkable beyond conception is it 
that intelligent, civilzed men should so - 
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eersistently reject the salvation offered to 


ee who thus rejects is worse than insane. 


}AM, YOU MUST GO AND HELP 
WHAT BOY 


Sam Woodson, a construction worker, heard 
iis fellow-workmen discussing the predica- 
jeent of Benny Hooper. “All of a sudden, | 

jpot this funny sensation all through me. It 
seemed to me God was saying:‘Sam, you 

jiust go and help getthe boy out.’ I left the 
b, went home and told my wife: ‘I’m going 
> see if I can help that boy in the well.” 
jYhen he arrived, the men tried to keep him 
feack, but he pushed his way through and 
poined the others already digging deep in 

ae ground. “‘I kept thinking: ‘God told me 
2 come here, so the boy must be alive, and 

"ll get him out.” “I was there for hours and 

aose fellows down there with me were just 

Wvonderful. We kept digging sand and pass - 

g it back. I was in front, and we got clos- 
tr; I was digging very carefully. Suddenly I 
ached through and touched the boy’s hand. 
fe began to cry and | began to PRAY! I pull- 
ed some more sand back and saw his coat 
ver his head. I tugged on his arm but he 
tried more and I knew it hurt. I pulled the 
coat from his head and then got him under 
he other arm. The sand began falling and 
hen started coming down fast. The fellow- 
yehind me (John Arambo) helped me and we 
ranked the boy out. 

“I looked at that boy and looked into his 
nig blue eyes and, | tell you, that was the 
iappiest moment of my life.’” 

A MIRACLE is just what many of the weary 
nen called it! 


If we had prayed more we need not have 
'worked so hard. We have too little praying 
face to face with God everyday. Looking 
back,at the end, I suspect there will be 
great grief for our sins of omission --omis- 
sion to get from God what we might have, 
iby PRAYING! --Andrew a. Bonar. 


PRAYER 


The camel kneels at break of day 
To have his guide replace his load, 
Then rises up anew to take 

The desert road. 


So thou shouldst kneel at morning’s dawn 
That God may give thee daily care. 
Assured that He no load too great 


Will make thee bear. 
--Anna T, Whitney 


Prayer is not informing God of our needs, 
Prayer is turning the light of God into our 
own lives that we may know our own needs. 
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nhem so freely by Jesus Christ. Of a truth | 


Church Windows 


| ST. JOSEPH ART GLASS WORKS 


802-808 N. Second St., St. Joseph 12, Mo. 


Designers and Manufacturers of Art, Stained, 
and Ecclesiastical Glass 


Send us the sizes and shapes of your windows 
and we will submit quotations 


|PIPE ORGANS 
of Distinction 
AUSTIN ORGANS, INC. 


HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 
er Individual 


“THE SANITAR Communion CUPS 


CONVENIENT, NOISELESS AND SANITARY 


Our communion set as illustrated permits an impressive 
ceremony and leads the 
field in communion ser- 
vice. Available in ma- 
hogany, oak or » elnut in ¢ 
either 25, 36 or ‘9 cup 
size and can be stacked. 


Circular and quotations on request : 
SANITARY COMMUNION SERVICE 
| Box 396-Dept. E. Rochester 2, N. Y. 


Make a Joyful Noise(Page 126) 
and servicing of all pianos and organs; 
provide and service robes for all choirs; ---- 
provide and furnish choir and practise rooms. 

2. Supervise the purchase and care of 
hymn books, not only for the Sanctuary, 
but for the Sunday School and Youth Groups. 
3. Constantly scout for talent, encour- 
aging prospective members to try out for 
choirs; searching for instrumentalists, es- 
pecially pianists and organists. 

4, Provide a nursery or baby sitters for 
parents who can qualify for choir member- 
ship. 

5. Provide choir mothers and other as- 
sistants to serve with the Junior choirs. 

6. Canvass the church for drivers with 
Sad: to help when transportation is a prob- 
em. 

7. Be constantly alert to discover and 
develop new outlets for the choirs and in- 
dividual members of the choirs to the end 
that the entire congregation may be enrich - 
ed and blessed by the talents of the mu- 
sicians; and that unchurched people will 
be inspired to choose the Christ-way. 


Let each Music. Committee take as its 
slogan verse 16 of the 3rd Chapter of —-- 
Colossians: se 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you rich- 
ly in all wisdom; teaching and admonjsh- 
ing one another in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing with grace in your 


hearts to the Lord! 
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THE FACE OF MY PARRISH : 
Tom Allan, Pastor of St. George's Church, 


Glasgow. Harper, 120-p. $2.00 


James S, Stewart, noted Scottish Preacher, 
says, ‘‘An immensely moving document, 
springing from a passionate personal con- 
cern and bearing on every page the _hall- 
mark of integrity.”’ 

George Me Docherty, New York Avenue 
Presbyterian ‘Church, Washington, D.C., 
is quoted as saying, “The Face of My 
Parish is not the product of an overture 
to a committee, but one minister’s spirit- 
ual journey in what could have beena hum- 
drum congregation, but which was radical- 
ly changed by the touch of the Master’s -- 
power that ‘makes all things new.” It will 
be welcomed by pastors and laymen alike 
meeding the fire of God’s spirit to kindle 
a new glow to their own flickering lamp 
of faith.”’ 

Chapter one, ‘‘The Face of My Parish’’ 
presents a “‘Picture of a Parish,” and 
“‘The Task of the Ministry.’? Chapters 
two through seven are: 

Experiments in Parochial Evangelism 

The Church Within the Church 

The Place of the Layman 

The Congregational Group 

Planning a Parish Mission 

The Ministry in a Missionary Parish 


Every dedicated minister will like this 
volume not only for the practical presen- 
tation of needed fact and understanding, - 
but for the inspirational glow it imparts 
to those seeking the way. Let’s get the 
modestly priced book, and absorb its mes- 
sage, and its basic glow! 


FORTY-NINE WORSHIP STORIES for 
CHILDREN, Theodore W. Schroeder, 


Concordia Pub. House, 132-p. $1.75 


This is another fine little tool for any 
who have the job of conveying to others 
the gospel truths. It is the author’s conten- 
tion that these truths can best be taught and 
maintained in memory through the telling of 
a story appropo to the truth you are trying 
to convey. He offers this volume as an aid, 
asking only that the stories be well told. 
The author includes in this volme stories 
appropriate for each season of the church 
year, and a series of stories which present 
in simple language Jesus’ teachings about 
such virtues as love, patience, kindness, 
dedication, honesty, etc, There are also 
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stories from the Old Testament. This is a 
book that will aid all who are concerned 
with the spiritual welfare of children: pas- 
tors, church school workers, teachers and 
parents, And whether these stories are add- 
ed to one’s store or not, after reading them 
one will at least know the value of good 


story telling and will strive. to tell his own 
stories better, ~“Robert H. Emmons 


YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED WITH COM- 
FORTING COUNSEL, Daniel A. Poling 
Channel Press 312-p. $3.95 


This book deals with approximately 800 
questions, selected from the vast number 
submitted over a twenty-five year period to 
‘*Christian Herald’’ of which Dr. Poling is 
editor. There are questions and answers on 
such subjects as ‘“‘Christian conscience - 
and war’’; ‘‘recreation and delinquency”; 
‘liquor and tobacco’’ as well as such sub- 
jects as marital problems; child guidance; 
Biblical questions and answers on specific 
bible teachings. All in all, those who know 
the tenor of Dr. Poling’s writings through 
the years will welcome this volume and 
will certainly place it along side another- 
popular writer in this field, Dr. Norman 
Vincent Peale. The two balance each other 
nicely, Adding to the book’s value to min- 
ister and layman are an outline of the para-~ 
bles and miracles of the Bible and a detail- 
ed harmony of the gospels. 


--Robert H. Emmons 


THE CUP OF FURY, Upton Sinclair, Chan- 
nel Press. 185-p. $3.00 


Once again one of America’s crusading 
writers has dipped his pen and launched 
out on a crusade. Many of America’s cler- 
gymen can find much in this book that will 
cause them to march shoulder to shoulder 
with one who believes that this nation is 
threatened now by “‘moderate” and ‘“‘social 
drinking.’’ The title of the book is apt, as 
Sinclair tells, out of personal experience, 
what the “‘cup of fury’? did to those who 
were his friends and colleagues “promis-- 
ing people who are promising no longer.” 
As one reads the degradation of their lives, 
one wonders what the loss to American-= 
literature - and other fields--- might be. 
One can only conjecture, for the most part, 
the ‘‘cup of fury’’ has sealed their lips and © 
dried their pens, 

Sinclair makes out a staunch case for Al- 
chololics Anonymous. The real purpose of 
this book, however,is to Stop the person who 
has yet to drink from taking that first drink. 
In that regard, ministers will find this good ~ 
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ammunition with various’ parishioners in 
mind, Youth of America ought to read it 
zarly. --Robert H. Emmons. 


CHE MENTOR BOOK of RELIGIOUS VERSE, 
Edited by Horace Gregory and Mary Zaturer 
ska, New American Library. 238-p. 50¢ 

I defy you to find a better or more handy 
anthology than this original Mentor-book 
iof religious verse. Regardless of subject, 
publisher, date, price or editor(s) there 
is no collection of poetry to excel this one 
published January, 1957. 

There are two major faults with most am 
Bologicts. First, they usually include too 
many of the familiar and well loved poems, 
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jh CALL TO WORSHIP 
= carillonic bells « chimes 


Chimes starting as low os Lp amiid 


Write for complete information to 


MAAS-ROWE CARILLONS 
Dept. 30,3015 Casitas Ave.,Los Angeles 39, Calif. 
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Thus there exists a nonsensical juxtapo- 
sition of contents. Second, too lengthy 
poems are not deleted. It would be far wis- 
er to insert four or five shorter poems of 
merit. These two major faults are not per- 
petrated upon the Mentor - book reader. 

The Poetry is efficiently arranged in a 
seasonal chronology. I have three copies, 
one for my study, another at my bed-side, 
the other in my vest pocket. All three are 
conveniently useful. —Robert T. Raines. 


34-artistically designed cards,beautifully 
printed in color, are available for special 
days and occasions in the church and Sun- 
day school, from Standard Publishing Foun- 
dation. Address your request for informa- 
tion and price, to John L. Eger, Director 
of Sales, Hamilton Avenue at 8100, Cin- 
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| THE CHRISTIAN ETHOS 
By Werner Elert 
S liable guide through the 
Persians ethical debate. 
_. Lby] ‘one of the most im- 
portant Lutheran theologians 


of this generation.’ 
—Bishop Hans Lilje. $6.00 


\ LUTHER ON VOCATION 


By Gustav Wingren 
One of Sweden’s leading the- 
ologians writes on the rela- 
tionship between Luther's doc- 
trine of vocation and_ his 
theology. $3.50 


At all book stores 
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One of the most hopeful signs for renewed 
interest in the work of the Church is an in- 
creased interest on the part of laymen. Great 
conventions for laymen are being held by all 
denominations. The purpose of these gather- 
ings is to challenge men to a greater service 
in building the Kingdom of our Lord Jesus 


ECCLESIASTICAL BEAUTY 
and 


Christ. At one of these meetings a speaker DISTINCTIVE QUALITY 

quoted a verse to show the old attitude of a pa ine 

great many men, ‘ Desi ' bs Prod ' 
“*Take my wife and let her be, = 


Consecrated Lord to Thee, 3 by 
Help her now Thy will to see,, ; : THE JOSEPHINUM 
CHURCH FURNITURE CO 


But, please, dear Lord, don’t count on me.”? 
--Exchange 
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